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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-11 FMC-04 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-OI CG-00 COA-02 DLOS-06 INT-08 

SCEM-02 SCI-06 PM-07 H-03 L-03 NSC-10 PA-04 PRS-01 

SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 10-14 DRC-01 /176W 

122306 

R 132245Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2082 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 2693 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, CA, ENRG 

SUBJECT: ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY: PRIORITY TO VESSELS CARRYING 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

1. THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY AUTHORITY PUBLISHED ON 
NOV. 9 NOTICE NO. 17 OF 1973. TEXT EOLLOWS: 

QUOTE. THIS NOTICE CANCELS AND SUPERSEDES SEAWAY 
NOTICE NO. 16 OF NOVEMBER 9, 1973. MARINERS ARE 
ADVISED THAT EFEECTIVE IMMEDIATELY ALL VESSELS CARRYING 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS WILL BE GIVEN PRIORITY TO TRANSIT 
THE WELLAND CANAL AND THE MONTREAL-LAKE ONTARIO 
SECTION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY. 

QUOTE. THE PRIORITY WILL APPLY TO ALL VESSELS INVOLVED 
IN THIS TRADE IN BOTH THE UPBOUND AND DOWNBOUND 
DIRECTIONS. 

QUOTE. MASTERS OE VESSELS ENGAGED IN THE MOVEMENT OE 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS ARE REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE 
APPROPRIATE TRAFEIC CONTROL CENTER. END QUOTE. 

2. NOTICE NO. 16 RESTRICTED PRIORITY SYSTEM TO 
VESSELS CARRYING CRUDE OIL EROM WEST (I.E. SARNIA). 

RULE NOW COVERS VESSELS MOVING IN BOTH DIRECTIONS TO 
FACILITATE MOVEMENTS OF REFINED PRODUCTS FROM MONTREAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. SEAWAY OFFICIAL OTTAWA ADVISED EMBASSY THAT PRIORITY 
POLICY WAS JOINTLY AGREED WITH US SEAWAY CORPORATION 
AT INITIATIVE OF GOC, BUT PERSONALLY WAS NOT AWARE 
WHETHER CORPORATION WAS HAPPY WITH PROPOSAL. NUMBER OF 
VESSELS LIKELY TO EXERCISE PRIORITY DIFFICULT TO 
ESTIMATE AT PRESENT TIME IN VIEW LIMITED DURATION OF 
NAVIGATION SEASON (THROUGH APPROXIMATELY DECEMBER 16) 
AND NEED INDUCE SHIPS INTO TRADE BETWEEN SARNIA AND 
MONTREAL. SOURCE STATED IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT EXERCISE 
OF PRIORITIES WOULD DISRUPT OTHER SHIPPING IN SEAWAY 
THIS YEAR AS GREAT CRUSH WHICH CHARACTERIZED SITUATION 
LAST YEAR WITH TREMENDOUS END OF SEASON GRAIN MOVEMENTS 
NOT LIKELY TO BE REPEATED. 

SCHMIDT 
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